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“Grace & Peace to You” 

A STUDY IN THE BOOK OF ROMANS 
Voice of China and Asia 

Bible Class Instructor: Dr. Geof W. Jackson, Board Member 

ROMANS LESSON 68 PART 1: WHOSE CHOICE? 

ROMANS 9:25-26 As indeed [God] says in HOSEA, 
“Those who were not my people I will call ‘my people,’ and her who was not beloved I will 
call ‘beloved.’” 
26 “And in the very place where it was said to them, ‘You are not my people,’ there they will 

be called “Sons of the Living God.’”  

In CHAPTER 9 so far, Paul has presented the examples of Isaac & Ismael; Jacob & Esau; Israel & Pharaoh. In 
each case, the ultimate issue was not SIMPLY God’s “Sovereign” choice, but WHY God made that choice. 
And in every case, it came down to what God, in His Sovereignty, had established: the issue of FAITH.  

Paul now continues to present the case that God’s offer of salvation to the Gentiles is HIS ALONE to make. 
But does that mean that the Jews are FOREVER abandoned to eternal condemnation? Is there NO LONGER 
an offer of salvation for them? Does the INCLUSION of the Gentiles mean the EXCLUSION of the Jews?  

It must be kept in mind that the purpose of the “arguments” in ROMAN 9, 10, & 11, is NOT to relate the 
Jews to ISHMAEL, ESAU, or PHARAOH, but to establish that there was a basis for why ISAAC, JACOB, & ISRAEL 
were chosen... and inherited the Promise. Consider these passages:  
VS 13) “Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated.”  
VS 15) “I will have mercy on whom I have mercy, and I will have compassion on whom I have 
compassion.”  
VS 18) “So then [God] has mercy on whomever he wills, and he hardens whomever he wills.”  

A casual reading would conclude that the Jews ARE like ISHMAEL, ESAU, PHARAOH, and are now forever lost. 

BUT THAT IS NOT WHAT PAUL IS SAYING AT ALL!  

In fact, Paul is using these Chapters to establish that God DOES have a plan for the Jews... the same one He 
has had since the Creation: Salvation is available to everyone who believes.  

WHO CAN RESIST GOD’S WILL  

ROM 9:18-20A You will say to me then, “Why does he still find fault? For who can resist his 

will?” 20 But who are you, O man, to answer back to God?  

Paul, again, presents the imagined(?) objections of his Jewish opponents. They are still not able to accept 
that God would set aside the “righteousness of the Law” for a message of grace that accepts Gentiles 
without submission to the Law.  

IF God chooses whoever HE wills to be saved, and we cannot resist His will, THEN how can we be 
held accountable for NOT believing? Why are WE responsible if HE is making ALL the decisions?  

Sounds a bit like, “That’s not fair...” doesn’t it?  

Again, we must restate: The issue is NOT just God’s Choice, but people’s faith!  

The “GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST... the GOSPEL OF SALVATION... the GOSPEL OF GOD... [PAUL’S] GOSPEL... ALL were 
dependent on the response of the person... They must Believe!  

It was that way throughout the OT: THE LAW; THE PROPHETS; THE WRITINGS 

(PSALMS/PROVERBS).  
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It was that way throughout the earthly ministry of Jesus Christ. 

It was that way during the proclamation of the MESSAGE OF SALVATION though Jesus Christ since the 
Day of Pentecost.  

AND it continues to be that way UNTIL the 2nd Coming!  

THE POTTER AND THE CLAY  

ROM 9:20B-24 Will what is molded say to its molder, “Why have you made me like this?” 21 
Has the potter no right over the clay, to make out of the same lump one vessel for 

honorable use and another for dishonorable use? 22 What if God, desiring to show his 

wrath and to make known his power, has endured with much patience vessels of wrath 

prepared for destruction, 23 in order to make known the riches of his glory for vessels of 

mercy, which he has prepared beforehand for glory— 24 even us whom he has called, not 

from the JEWS only but also from the Gentiles?  

REMEMBER: the emphasis of Paul’s response is regarding JEW VS Gentile... NOT individual people  

 “From ONE lump...” – ALL humankind ...  

 “For Honorable Use” ... “Vessels of Mercy” –  

o The Family of Abraham... The JEWS... ISRAEL...  

o Chosen for a “display of God’s Mercy...”  

o Chosen to demonstrate God’s Glory in the Earth... To ALL NATIONS...  

 “For Dishonorable Use” ... “Vessels of Wrath” – The GENTILES... HEATHEN RELIGIONS... THE 

NATIONS...  

o Objects of God’s wrath... – [Summarized in ROM 1:18-32]  

o To make known HIS power... - NOT man’s – Humanity CANNOT change God’s plan... 
-  

o Prepared for Destruction... – God determined that those who were NOT of FAITH 
would be destroyed – From GENESIS to The REVELATION “Faith / Believing” have 
marked the distinction between those God ACCEPTS... and those God REJECTS  

o YET: God has “endured with much patience” those who are “Dishonorable” -  

 Endured... – To bear up to... carry for oneself... - “delay so as to offer an opportunity...”  

 Much Patience... – “Makrothumia”- a long-time to wrath –  

 God’s “wrath” was borne by Himself for a long period waiting for change...  

 

ROMANS LESSON 68 PART 2: WHOSE CHOICE? 

1 TIM 2:3-6 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires 

all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5 For there is one 

God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6 who 

gave himself as a ransom for all...  

2 PETER 3:9 The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is 
patient [Makrothumia] toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all 
should reach repentance.  

o God has determined AND decreed that ALL who have NOT believed in HIM will be condemned 
to Eternal Destruction...  
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o BUT they can “hear... and BELIEVE... and be Sealed with the Holy Spirit of Promise” 
[EPH 1:13-14]  

o See: EPH 2:11-22  

Vss 11-12 Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh... were at 
that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and 
strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the 
world.  

 

HOSEA: ISRAEL & THE GENTILES  

This 1st contrast come from HOSEA 2:23 – Recipients of God’s Mercy – The Jews had been 
unfaithful, and God had sent them away ... BUT He would redeem them and bring them again to 
Himself.  

ROM 9:25-26 As indeed he says in HOSEA, 
“Those who were not my people...  [Unbelieving Jews / Gentiles - Unrighteous]  
I will call ‘my people,’   [Believing Jews / Gentiles - Righteous]  

and her who was not beloved... [Unbelievers – the Unsaved]  
I will call ‘beloved.’”    [Believers – The Saved]  

1 PETER 2:10 Once you [Gentiles] were not a people, but now you are God's people; 
once you had not received mercy, but now you have received mercy.  
Peter applies this passage to INCLUDE the Gentiles that God would “adopt” into His 
Family  

The 2nd contrast is from HOSEA 1:10 – God had “divorced Israel” and sent her away in shame.  
BUT He would purchase her again from her prostitutions and bring her BACK to himself...  

26 “And in the very place where it was said to them:  

‘You are not my people,’   [Idolatrous Israel = Unrighteous – Unbelieving Jews]  
there they will be called  

sons of the living God.’”   [Redeemed Israel = Righteous – Believing Jews]  

A REMNANT SHALL BE SAVED  

ROM 9:27-29 And ISAIAH cries out concerning Israel: [ISAIAH 10:22]  
“Though the number of the SONS OF ISRAEL be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant 

of them will be saved, 28 for the Lord will carry out his sentence upon the earth fully 

and without delay.”  

 29 And as ISAIAH predicted, [ISAIAH 1:9]  

“If the Lord of hosts had not left us offspring, 
we would have been like SODOM and become like GOMORRAH.”  

 WHY was “only a Remnant Saved” from the Sons of Israel... –  

ISAIAH 10:20-22 In that day the remnant of Israel and the survivors of the house of 
Jacob will no more lean on him who struck them, but will lean on the LORD, the Holy 
One of Israel, in truth.  
21 A remnant will return, the remnant of Jacob, to the mighty God. 22 For though your 

people Israel be as the sand of the sea, only a remnant of them will return [be Saved!]  

o A Remnant will “lean on the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, in truth” –  

 “Captivity in Babylon” - ONLY some will continue to Worship the True God of Israel  
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 THESE will be the Ones who Return... – Jews by RACE and RELIGION  

 Lean on the Lord... -  

 In Truth... -  

 A Remnant will commit themselves to the Mighty God... – the rest will abandon God  

o To “Return (OT)” is “To Be Saved (NT)” – a matter of “Faith”  

 WHY would they become like “Sodom and Gomorrah” ...  

o Abraham PRAYED for the people of the Cities to be Saved...  

o God agreed to save the cities IF “10-Righteous” were found...  

o “10” were NOT...  

o SO... God delivered the righteous FROM the Cities... [“Righteous Lot” 2 Peter 2:7-9]  

o Then Destroyed the ones who remained...  

ISRAEL AND THE ROCK OF OFFENSE  

ROM 9:30-33 What shall we say, then? That Gentiles who did not pursue righteousness 

have attained it, that is, a righteousness that is by faith; 31 but that Israel who pursued a 

LAW that would lead to righteousness did not succeed in reaching that LAW. 32 Why? 

Because they did not pursue it by faith, but as if it were based on works. They have 

stumbled over the stumbling stone, 33 as it is written...  

“Behold, I am laying in Zion A STONE OF STUMBLING, and A ROCK OF OFFENSE ...  
and whoever believes in HIM will not be put to shame.”  

 GENTILES... – Through History they were not seeking “righteousness” from the True God...  
NOW, through the Messiah we are told THEY have attained it – simply BY FAITH...  

 ISRAEL... – Since Abraham the Jews have sought the God of the Promise... EVEN submitting 
themselves to The Law of Moses... BUT their “arrogance in performance” instead of “dependence 
upon FAITH” has become a barrier to obtaining the True Righteousness from God...  

 A Stone of Stumbling... – The “Messiah” their Substitute / Redeemer was the one to whom 
they were to look ... But Pride in their OWN Works caused them to ignore and despise Him...  

 A Rock of Offense... – Offended that the NEED for The Messiah showed their failure to obtain 
righteousness by their WORKS they have rejected Faith as the ONLY means to righteousness  

ISA 28:16 therefore thus says the Lord GOD, “Behold, I am the one who has laid as a 
foundation in Zion, a stone, a tested stone, a precious cornerstone, of a sure foundation: 
‘Whoever believes will not be in haste.’  

1 PETER 2:6-8 For it stands in Scripture: “Behold, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone 

chosen and precious, and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 7 So the honor 

is for you who believe, but for those who do not believe, “The stone that the builders 

rejected has become the cornerstone,” 8 and “A stone of stumbling, and a rock of offense.” 

They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do.  

PSALM 118:22-24 The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone. 23 This is 

the LORD's doing; it is marvelous in our eyes.  

 Whoever BELIEVES... – NOT: Chosen... Selected... Appointed! The One who BELIEVES!  

 IN HIM... – The STONE... The ROCK...  

 


