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ROMANS LESSON 52 PART 1: “NOT TO BE COMPARED”
ROMANS 8:17-25 The Spirit himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him.
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 19 For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 
20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not willingly, but because of him who subjected it, in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God. 
22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
23 And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the redemption of our bodies. 
24 For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees?
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
We Suffer WITH Him 
As "heirs of God and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ" we not only receive all the benefits of a new life, but also will face the sufferings of living in a "fallen world." Jesus was reviled in his earthly life, and we will be also, when His Spirit leads us to live-out the righteousness that God has placed within us. 
But these sufferings are NOTHING in comparison to the glorious reward which will one day become reality.  
ROM 8:16) The SPIRIT himself bears witness with [TO] our spirit that we are children of God... 
For the Holy Spirit makes God’s fatherhood real to us as he whispers into our innermost being, “You are God’s beloved child!” 
· Testifies together... TO our spirits... – 
8:17) and if [1st] children, then heirs—heirs of GOD and fellow heirs with CHRIST, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
And since we are his true children, we qualify to share all his treasures, for indeed, we are heirs of God himself. And since we are joined to Christ, we also inherit all that he is and all that he has. 
We will experience being co-glorified with him provided that we accept his sufferings as our own. 
· Heirs... Fellow-Heirs – We are NOT held in a “lower category” of inheritance... 
· We are ALL 1st-Born” Sons... with the Full Blessing and Full Benefit  
· AS “heirs” we receive status / authority / position 
· AS “joint-heirs” what Christ has received... WE receive
· IF... – 1st Cond. – “IF as a fact...” / “if indeed...” / “SINCE as it may be...” / In view of the fact that... – 
· This is NOT suffering to “obtain” our inheritance... it is BECAUSE we HAVE received this “Status as Joint-heir” with Him 
JOHN 15:18-21 If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it hated you. 19 If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. 
20 Remember the word that I said to you: A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours. 21 But all these things they will do to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me. 

ROMANS LESSON 52 PART 2: “NOT TO BE COMPARED”

· What appears to be a condition on this promised inheritance is actually a simple statement of fact. Sharing the sufferings of Christ leads to sharing his glory. 
· Of course, we do not share the redemptive suffering of Christ, but we do share the consequences in terms of opposition from the world he came to save 
ACTS 14:22 “...strengthening the souls of the disciples, encouraging them to continue in the faith, and saying that through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God.” 
PHIL 3:10 “...that I may know him and the power of his resurrection, and may share his sufferings...” 
1 PET 4:13 But rejoice insofar as you share Christ's sufferings, that you may also rejoice and be glad when his glory is revealed. 
2 COR 1:5 For as we share abundantly in Christ's sufferings, so through Christ we share abundantly in comfort too. 
2 COR 4:7-11 But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power belongs to God and not to us. 8 We are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not driven to despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10 always carrying in the body the death of Jesus, so that the life of Jesus may also be manifested in our bodies. 
11 For we who live are always being given over to death for Jesus' sake, so that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 
· As members of the same “family”, we share in the trials of life as well as the benefits. 
· Suffer WITH Him... – Not just “suffer” 
· This condition directs the suffering to issues we face BECAUSE we are “Joint-heirs” 
· THESE are the sufferings that the “world” inflicts against us because we “Testify / Witness” to His Name 
· We are “managing” the Father’s Business AS His “Adopted Sons” – It Is HIM that they despise... ridicule... reject... 
MATT 10:24-25 “A disciple is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master. 25 It is enough for the disciple to be like his teacher, and the servant like his master. If they have called the master of the house Beelzebub, how much more will they malign those of his household.
· This “suffering” is not REALLY about sickness, disease, poverty EXCEPT as they are a direct result of our position as “Son’s of God” 
8:18) For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worth comparing with the glory that is to be revealed to us. 
I am convinced that any suffering we endure is less than nothing compared to the magnitude of glory that is about to be unveiled within us. 
· Consider / Reckon... – “Logizomai”- make a record of this... / add it up and total it... 
· Not Worthy... – “Axios” – to “balance the scales” ... NOT! 
· Revealed TO us... – “Apokalupsis” – the “unveiling of what is hidden” ... that is “regarding us” 
8:19) For the creation waits with eager longing for the revealing of the sons of God. 
The entire universe is standing on tiptoe, yearning to see the unveiling of God’s glorious sons and daughters! 
· Creation waits... -  “earnest expectation” – They KNOW something is coming... 
· Revealing... Sons of God... – “Apokalupsis” – at 2nd Coming > Millennium 
8:20-22) For the creation was subjected to futility... 
not willingly, but because of him who subjected it... 
in hope 21 that the creation itself will be set free from its bondage to corruption and obtain the freedom of the glory of the children of God.
 22 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of childbirth until now. 
For against its will the universe itself has had to endure the empty futility resulting from the consequences of human sin. But now, with eager expectation, 21 all creation longs for freedom from its slavery to decay and to experience with us the wonderful freedom coming to God’s children. 22 To this day we are aware of the universal agony and groaning of creation, as if it were in the contractions of labor for childbirth.
· To futility... – 
· NOT willingly... – It was NOT what was wanted... 
· Him who subjected it... – God’s Sovereign Rule over Creation 
· In hope... – They KNEW it would be relieved... - 
· Set free from bondage... – Rev 7-18 “The Purging” in Preparation for Millennium 
· Groaning together... – STILL... they groan – un-utterable sounds reflecting turmoil / burden 
8:23-25) And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, [that is] the redemption of our bodies. 24 For in this hope we were saved. 
Now hope that is seen is not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 
25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we wait for it with patience. 
And it’s not just creation. We who have already experienced the firstfruits of the Spirit also inwardly groan as we passionately long to experience our full status as God’s sons and daughters—including our physical bodies being transformed. 24 For this is the hope of our salvation.
But hope means that we must trust and wait for what is still unseen. For why would we need to hope for something we already have? 25 So because our hope is set on what is yet to be seen, we patiently keep on waiting for its fulfillment.
· We... groan... -Inwardly... – NOT our “Inner Being” but our Soul 
· Firstfruits of the Spirit... – 
Eph 1:11-14 
· Adoption as sons... Redemption of our Bodies... – Our “Resurrection Bodies” ... Eager Expectation 
1 Cor 15:35-55 
Phil 3:20-21 
· In Hope... Saved... – 
· We wait with... Patience... – “Apekdechomai... Hupomone” – We eagerly wait on tiptoe... YET we patiently await the arrival while remaining “under the weight” 
“I REALLY want it” but I will “WAIT for it...” 
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